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WHEN AROUND SNOWPLOWS,  

CONSIDER THIS:  

• They travel slowly, usually 25-30 miles per hour, so if 
you are behind one, you may be tempted to pass. 
Before you do, keep in mind these important facts: 
When driving behind a plow, you may easily see it 
ahead of you - after all it is a large truck - but the 
plow driver may not see you. 

• Snowplow drivers need to concentrate on their task 
and the road conditions in front of them, so they may 
not spot a vehicle trying to pass. 

• Some Snowplows are equipped with a "wing plow," 
an eight-foot extension off the right side of the truck. 
It allows the operator to clear snow from the driving 
lane and shoulder at the same time. The wing plows 
are hard to see, so never, never pass a snowplow on 
the right. 

Plows aren't just removing snow. They also spread sand 
or deicer on the road. Leave enough room between the 
plow and you to avoid having you car peppered with grit 
or sprayed with deicer. 
 

Motorists can help ensure a safer winter driving 
experience if they are prepared, alert and cautious.  
 
Winter driving checklist  

• Keep your car's windows, mirrors and lights clear of 
snow and ice. 

• Always wear your safety belt. 

• Leave a few minutes early to allow extra time to get to 
your destination. 

• Be aware of potentially icy areas such as shady spots 
and bridges. 

• Keep a safe distance of at least five seconds behind 
other vehicles and trucks that are plowing the road. 
Don't pass a snowplow or spreader unless it is 
absolutely necessary. 

• Keep an emergency winter driving kit in your car. Use 
a plastic crate or a large, heavy canvas bag to store the 
following items in the trunk of your car: flashlights 

with extra batteries, first aid kit with a pocket knife, at 
least one blanket, extra set of mittens, socks and a 
wool cap, small sack of sand or cat litter for 
generating traction under the wheels, a small shovel, 
bottled water, booster cables and canned fruit, nuts 
and a non-electric can opener. 

• A winter car kit helps ensure a driver's safety, but 
vehicles also need attention at the start of the winter 
season. The American Automobile Association 
advises drivers to prepare their vehicles for the winter 
season by having a mechanic check the following 
items: Battery, Belts and Antifreeze, Ignition system, 
Lights, Flashing hazard lights, Exhaust system, 
Heater, Brakes, Defroster and Oil level (if necessary, 
replace existing oil with a winter grade oil or the SAE 
10w/30 weight variety). 

• Be sure you have good tires. All season radials on a 
front-wheel-drive passenger vehicle are adequate for 
most situations. Snow tires on most rear wheel drive 
vehicles are usually adequate. Chain restrictions in 
Montana are most often put into effect for commercial 
vehicles (semi-trailer trucks) and do not usually affect 
passenger vehicles. 

• In poor visibility or even whiteout conditions, don't 
drive faster than you can see ahead. High speeds in 
poor or no visibility can lead to large chain reaction 
accidents. Remember you can't see around mountain 
curves and corners either. 

In addition to these winter driving tips, MDT reminds all 
motorists to respect winter weather, conduct a pre-trip 
inspection of your vehicle, leave extra space between your 
automobile and others on the road, and never drink and 
drive. Of course, always buckle up. 
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